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Retreat 2011
Casowasco Retreat and Conference Center, Owasco Lake, NY
June 10-12 2011

The New Monasticism
The new monasticism is a grass roots
movement that looks to the ancient paths
in seeking a deeper spirituality.
At the 2011 Lindisfarne Community
Retreat we enjoyed a wonderful time
exploring many aspects of the new
monasticism. In the main sessions Abbot
+Andy shared the history, emphases of
the new monasticism as it has shaped
Lindisfarne. Abbess +Jane shared on
women in the new monasticism. Br. Larry
+ shared about the different movements
he has observed. Sr. Sue+ told us about
her experience with L’Arche and Fr. Scott
+ shared his insights from a Buddhist
perspective.
For the first time the talks were videoed
and can be accessed here:
http://www.icmi.org/
newmonasticismvideosmaster.html
Or directly from YouTube.
June 8-10 2012 will see us once again at
Casowasco. The cost is $185 to include
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accommodation and
all meals. Details are
here:
https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/
LindisfarneCommunity/
doc/
235008719867720/
What a Way to
Celebrate Pentecost!
Rev. Sue Carnahan
What a blessed
moment, the annual
retreat ~ a time to
reconnect with old
friends, meet
newcomers, and hear
teachings from leaders and peers. Each
time I looked around the room, I noticed
what a wide array of experiences each
participant brought to the proverbial table.
Diversity personified. Many members
and friends actively participate in and/or
are influenced by traditions other than

Christianity. These include (but probably
aren’t limited to) Buddhism, Taoism, and
Judaism. There were two Reiki master
practitioners in attendance. Although
Reiki isn’t a religious practice in and of
itself, it lends itself very nicely to the belief
systems represented at this year’s
retreat. And it all somehow works.
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Our three ordinands, Jack, Cindy, and I,
all come to Lindisfarne from different
walks of life. We had the opportunity to
tell a bit of our journeys during the
ordination service. Even though our
paths manifested in different ways, we all
spoke of coming to the community by
happenstance (a gentle form of God’s
action in the world), a common thread
appeared in our stories—a willingness to
answer God’s call. We each traveled to
ordination a bit differently, but we all
spoke of traveling that road in spite of
adversity and closed doors. Then, as if
by magic, the door to Lindisfarne not only
appeared, but opened wide.
The theme of the retreat was “The New
Monasticism,” also called “secular
monasticism.” Although we are a
committed, unified community, we are
also dispersed in the world. Our
members come from several states and
are active in countries outside the US.
Given that, we seek to live out our
personal calls and our community goals
in the context of a global reality. To that
end, the teachings shared by our Abbott,
Abbess, and clergy addressed the
question of exactly what the New
Monasticism is and how it is manifested.
+Andy delivered a three-part series of
talks that covered the threads of the
monastic movement throughout history,
while +Jane’s session on the desert
mothers gave individual faces to the
movement. Three other clergy persons
shared from their own experiences, which
included Buddhist practices, as well as
time spent in the Taize, Iona, and L’Arche
communities.
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back out into the world. As we live, move, very intentional with their prayer
and have our being, I pray that we may
disciplines each day. It was reflected in
live in God, and God in us.
the Community’s “Way of Living” at the
retreat and in the stories of their everyday
Blessed Community
lives in the world. I kept observing and
pondering over the week-end how this
Rev. Cynthia Rogers
Way of Living is a Way of Loving that is
ethical, compassionate, humble,
It was a long journey by car from the Blue authentic, inclusive, gentle, and most
Ridge Mountains of Virginia, just west of
peaceful.
Washington, DC, to the mountains and
Finger Lakes area surrounding Ithaca,
My experience with LC this week-end
NY. As we wound down the road to the
made me think of a description of the
Lodge at Casowasco Retreat Center
“Blessed Community” by the Quaker
where we would be staying, it reminded
Thomas R. Kelly in his spiritual classic
me of the experience of the last miles of
(1941), A Testament of Devotion
journey I take each month before arriving (chapter3). He says, “When we are
at the Retreat House at Rolling Ridge
drowned in the overwhelming seas of the
Retreat Center in WV, where I meet with
love of God, we find ourselves in a new
a contemplative ministry support group.
and particular relation to a few of our
Those last miles driving through the
beauty of God’s natural creation provide a
time to let go of distractions that can
separate us from the Holy. It also is a
time of hopeful anticipation that God’s
presence may be experienced in deeper
and new ways.
Now God’s good creation is much more
than the earth’s superb beauty found in
the woods, lakes, and mountains in this
area of NY. Creation is also God’s
creatures. Watching the baby ducklings
swimming on the lake and chipmunks
scurrying around on the land was a
delightful experience… and reminded me
that there were lessons to be learned
from being present and awake in the
moment.

My heart was warmed even more as I
became better acquainted with the
members and friends of Lindisfarne
As we celebrated Pentecost, the
Community who were in attendance at
movement of the Spirit seemed especially this retreat week-end. The Wild Goose,
present during our time together. As the
LC’s symbol for the Holy Spirit, had led
retreat ended, each individual moved
me to a community of people who are
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fellows… For a new kind of life-sharing
and of love has arisen of which we had
had only dim hints before. Are these the
bonds of love which knit early Christians,
the very warp and woof of the Realm of
God?”
The Lindisfarne Community, Annual Retreat 2011
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So after a long journey of many years of
searching for this form of blessed
community while discerning a vocational
call, I responded to the spiritual nudge of
the Wild Goose that led me to this neomonastic community. Here I found not
only a blessed community, but a place of
support for both a secular monastic
vocation and call to the priesthood for my
current work as a Chaplain. So on June
11th with great joy and gratitude I took
vows and made commitments as a
novice and transitional deacon. Thanks
be to God, the three in one.
A Graceful Experience
Carol Whitney
The overwhelming sense I felt as I drove
away from Casawasco was one of
Grace. Each time I have thought about
the retreat since then, the idea of grace
has come to mind. I suppose you could
say that is a nice religious idea from a
nice religious retreat, but it is so much
more...maybe I can explain it a little.
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Of course, there was the grace of all the
study and worship time—it was just there
for me to receive and enjoy, but someone
had to do a lot of work. In this case, it
was our leaders of Lindisfarne who spent
time in preparing for the retreat. I know
this was a lot of work but all I could do
was receive and enjoy it...nothing I could
do to earn it.
Perhaps the greatest grace was the
sense of community that I felt for the
entire weekend. Did anyone “work” to
make that possible? I believe that many
did. It is hard work to drive over a
thousand miles, it is hard work to use
valuable vacation/leave time to attend a
retreat, it is hard work to adjust one’s
body clock from another time zone, it is
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hard work to arrange the care of children
and pets while going on retreat, it is hard
work to pay for travel expenses.
Yes, many people worked hard but that is
what made it possible to feel such a
strong sense of community. It is this
second word in “Lindisfarne Community”
that is so important. Our Community is
surely one of grace, made up of diverse
individuals, united in the graces from God
as well as each other. I feel so “graced”
to be a part of this Community as I have
now been received into it. I pray that I
will be able to provide some small grace
to others and the Community in the
future.

Grace, the unmerited goodness that God
has bestowed on each of us through the
life , death and resurrection of Jesus.
We have not earned it, we can not work
for it, we can’t buy it; it is freely given to
us by a loving God who wants to be in
relationship with us. It is that Grace that I
think about when I think about our retreat
this year. I have experienced that grace
in many ways so I will just mention a few
of them.
The first is just the beauty of the place in
the Finger Lakes region of upstate New
York. What a gorgeous example of
God’s creative goodness to see the water
and surrounding hills, the duck families
swimming by, and all the birds that sing
and swoop around Gallilee Lodge. I
can’t help but be reminded of all that God
has created for us to enjoy. We read that
God did the work of creation and called it
good...so true.
But there was so much more grace to be
enjoyed...forms of grace provided by the
work of many people. I enjoyed 6
delicious meals and all I had to do was
show up and place the food on my plate.
That is truly a grace but someone had to
do the work. In this case it was the staff
of Casawasco. I felt graced by their
smiling hospitality and I didn’t have to do
anything to receive it!

3

The Lindisfarne Community, Annual Retreat 2011

